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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. Claims Nos.:* , , 

' — ' because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, riamev: 



2 I .X I Olaims * ^ ^ 

— because they relate to parts of the international Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be canied out, specifically: 



see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



^' ^— ^ S^ause ^ey are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 
This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this International application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 

1 . F~| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' — ' searchable claims. 

2. rn As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee. this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' — ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specKicaily claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the Invention first mentioned In the claims; It Is covered by claims Nos.: 

1-4, 7-9, 14. 15, 18 



Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

I I Mo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Independent claim 19 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT 
because it is not clear, as it uses vague and unclear wording (e.g. 
"information of ray orientation", "elaborating", "map (..) for documents . 
and or box") and refers to previously undefined features (e.g. "the 
stored information", "said digital text"), and is not fully supported by 
the description. Moreover, the present description fails to disclose the 
subject matter: of the said claim in a manner sufficiently clear and 
complete (Article 5 PCT). 

In the present case, claim 19 lacks clarity and support to such extent, 
and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search for 
the said claim is not possible (Article 17(2) (b) PCT). 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that; the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to. the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-4, 7-9, 14, 15, 18 

An apparatus and method for managing documents, involving 
acquiring (e:g. scanning) and storing the documents* 
contents (images), which appear to be characterised in that 
electronic labels (e.g. RF tags) are attached to the paper 
documents to store information regarding the documents and 
that means are provided to retrieve at least part of said 
information. 

Dependent claims present in this group seem to describe 
embodiments of the aforementioned alleged invention, in 
which a box for paper versions of documents is additionally 
provided, potentially equipped with a memory unit containing 
e.g. the documents' contents, to enable searching and 
retrieving said contents directly from the said memory unit 
and identifying the location (box) in which the documents 
searched for are physically kept (stocked). 
The problem to be solved by the subject matter of these 
claims seems to be how to provide a system/method to 
electronically query and search contents- of ■ paper documents 
stored in containers (boxes) in a physical storage area 
(e.g. archive, warehouse), where connecting to a server 
storing contents (electronic versions) of these documents is 
not convenient or such a server is not provided, without 
opening the containers and taking the documents out. 



2. claims: 5-6, 10-13, 16, 17 
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An apparatus and method for managing documents, whi ch appear 
to be characterised in that electronic labels (e.g. RF tags) 
are attached to the paper documents to store information 
regarding the documents and that means are provided to 
retrieve at Teast part of said information » as well as that 
an enclosure/box is provided to store paper versions of 
these documents. 

Different dependent claims present in this group seem to 
• describe different embodiments of the aforementioned alleged 
invention, including assigning an electronic label to the 
box» the label- comprising both information concerning the 
box itself (e.g. box identifier or/and position or number of 
documents stored in the box) and the document (s) stored 
inside, as well as inventory-related methods, e.g. to check 
number or (apparently) presence of documents in the box, 
.presence of new boxes or/and documents in the storage area 
or integrity of the enclosure/box. 

The problems to be solved by the subject matter of these 
claims seem to be how to provide a wireless inventory 
system/method to increase security in paper documents 
storage areas by monitoring and immediate, discovering events • 
of theft or tampering, as well as to generate inventory 
lists automatically. 

The common features of the claims in the two groups defined above are as 
f ol 1 ows : 

apparatus/method for managing documents, comprising means/steps for/of: 
acquiring and storing. at least one image of a document, associating an 
electronic label to said document, said label storing first information 
regarding the document, and retrieving at least part of said in-formation 
of said label. An additional feature comprised in or mentioned by subsets 
of claims in the two groups defined above is an enclosure/box for 
storing/containing said documents. 

All these common features are known in the art, see e.g. document 
US6585154-A (see abstract, col. 3 1.39-45, col. 3 1.61 - col. 4 1.19, col. 4 
1.32-49, col. 5 1.4-9, col. 5 1.15-20, col. 5 1.63 - col. 6 1.52) or even 
EP0292249-A (published in year 1988), the latter document combined with 
the common knowledge about scanning and/qr OCR-methods used to acquire 
image/contents of a document). 

Since all the said common features are known and the aforementioned two 
different groups of claims are. directed to. the solution of different 
problems, these three different groups of claims are neither linked by 
the same or corresponding special technical features nor is there a 
single inventive concept in the claims, and thus the claims lack unity of 
invention (Rule 13 PCT>. 
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Declaratiou of inventorship (Rules 4.17(iY) and 516£s.l(a)(iv)) 
for the purposes of the designation of tbe United States of America: 

I hfiieby declare that I believe I am the original, fiist and sole (if only one inventor is listed below) or joint (if more than one inventor 
is listed below) inventor of the subject matter which is clauned and for which a patent is sought 

This declaration is directed to the international application of which it fbnns a part (if filing declaration with application). 

This declaration is directed to international application No. PCT/ (if furnishing declarationpnrsuant 

to Rule 26ter). 

I hereby declare that my residence, mailing address, and citizenship are as stated next to my name. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified international application, inchiding the claims 
of said application I have identified in the request of said application, in compliance withPCTT Rule 4. 10, any claim to foreignpriorify, 
and I have identified below, under the heading "Prior Applications," by arppUcation number, country or Member of the World Trade 
Organization, day, month and year of filing, any applicationforapatent ox inventor's certificate filed inacountry otiierthantheUnited 
States of America, includingariy PCT international applicationdesignating at least one country other than the United States of America, 
having a filing date before that of the application on which foreign prioii^y is claimed. 

Prior Applications: * 

I hereby acknowledge tiie duty to disclose information that is kno^n by me to be material to patentability as defined by 
37 C,F.R. § 1,56, including for continnation-'in-part applications, material information whichbecame availablebetween the filing date 
of the prior appication and the PCT international filing date of the contimiation-in-part apptication. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of ray own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief 
are believed to be trae; and further tiiat these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, orboth, under Section lOOl of Titie 1 8 of tiie United States C:ode and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the implication or any patent issued thereon. 



Name:y?te/!?.Ab?*® 
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Mailing Ad*ess: .Y"? 9«'??y^ ?}P!^7. 9f^?^9}^y. 



Citizenship: 



Italian 



e: . . . . Ateit . . . ... ' Date: PJ/XVm^. 



Inventor's Signature; ^ — - 

(if not contained in the request, or if declamtion is corrected or (of signature which is not contained in tiie request, or of the 

added under Rule 26ter after tire filing of tiie international declarationtiiatiscoirectedoraddedunderRule26rcra«erthe 

applicatioa The signature must be that of the inventor, notthat of filing of the international ^Ucation) 
the agent) 

Alberto ContI 



Name: 

Residence: .'^.H^"?«!'^'y 

(city and eitiier US state, if applicable, or country) 

Maiihig Address: .V^. ^^!^".^. ???9?M«ano Italy 



atizensWp: J*®'!®.". 
Inventor's Signature:/.^^^^^ 



(if not contained in tfeerequest^or jfoeclaration is corrected or 
added under Rule ISter after the filing of the international 
application. The signature must be that of the irrventor, notthat of 
the agent) 



v^:.Q-?^.Mrf.l.to9.\ 

(of signature which is not contained in the request, or of the 
declaration that is corrected or added under Rule 26ter afier the 
filixig of the international application) 



□ This declaration is continued on the following sheet, **Continnatioii of Box No. VIH (iv)**. 
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Dedaiatioii as to non-piejodicial disclosaxes or exceptions to lade of novelty (Rules 4.17(v) and Slbis, l(a)(v)): 

Name: Michela Bianchi 
Residence: Milano, Italy^ 

Mailing Address: Via Nirone 10, 20100 Milano Italy 



Nirone 10, 2C 
Citizenship: Italian ; . / /? / a 
Inventor's signature: .^)l..LidMz^ 
Date: 07/11/2003 
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